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Article I  —  Title and General Definitions 

§ 36-101 Short Title. 

This Chapter shall be known, and may be cited, as the “Borough of Alburtis Residential 
Rental Property Ordinance.” 

§ 36-102 Definitions—In General. 

For purposes of this Chapter, the terms defined in the remaining Sections of this Article I 
shall have the meanings indicated therein, whether with or without initial capital letters, unless 
the context in which they are used clearly indicates a different meaning. 

§ 36-103 Agent. 

The term “Agent” shall mean any person who or which, for monetary consideration, aids 
in the rental of a Residential Rental Unit.  When used in this Chapter in a clause proscribing any 
activity or imposing a penalty, the term, as applied to partnerships, limited liability companies, 
and associations, shall mean each partner or member, and as applied to corporations, the officers 
thereof. 
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Article III  —  Additional Standards and Requirements 

§ 36-301 Insurance. 

All owners and Landlords of Residential Rental Units in the Borough of Alburtis shall 
maintain hazard and general liability insurance with a minimum coverage of Fifty Thousand 
Dollars ($50,000.00), and casualty insurance in amounts sufficient to either restore or remove the 
building in which the Residential Rental Units are located in the event of a fire or other casualty. 

§ 36-302 [RESERVED] 

§ 36-303 False Information. 

No person shall furnish any false information to the Borough in any report or other activity 
associated with the administration of this Chapter. 

Article IV  —  Miscellaneous 

§ 36-401 Fees. 

Each Landlord shall pay the following fees in connection with the administration of this 
Chapter: 

(a) Initial Registration.  The fee for the initial registration of a Residential Rental Unit 
under this Chapter shall be One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) provided that if the exception 
for new construction in § 36-203(d) applies, the fee for the initial registration shall be Ten Dol-
lars ($10.00). 

(b) Annual Renewal.  The fee for the renewal of a registration for a new calendar year 
shall be One Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00), if paid when due and One Hundred Seventy-five 
Dollars ($175.00) if more than thirty (30) calendar days late.  However, there shall be no fee for 
the renewal of a registration for calendar year 2018 if the initial registration of the Residential 
Rental Unit occurred during 2017. 

(c) Registration Transfer.  The fee for the transfer of a registration to a successor owner 
shall be Ten Dollars ($10.00). 

(d) Reinspections.  The fee for any reinspection under § 36-204(d) shall be One Hundred 
Forty Dollars ($140.00). 
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(e) Miscellaneous.  All fees under this Section shall be payable to the Borough.  All fees 
shall be paid in full before the registrations are issued, renewed, or transferred, and before in-
spections are made which are necessary for the issuance or renewal of a registration.  If the fail-
ure of a person to pay any required fees results in his/her/its failure to obtain a required inspec-
tion and/or registration, any resulting violations of this Chapter shall subject the person to the 
applicable penalties of § 36-402. 

§ 36-402 Violations and Penalties. 

(a) Civil Penalty.  Any person who shall violate any provision of this Chapter shall be 
subject to a civil penalty of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). 

(b) Initial Determination of Violation.  Council hereby delegates the initial determina-
tion of violations under this Chapter to the Borough Manager.  The Borough Manager shall serve 
notice of the violation(s) upon the person determined to have violated this Chapter in person or 
by first class U.S. mail addressed to that person at his/her last known address.  The notice shall 
include a description of the violation(s), the provision(s) of the Codified Ordinances violated (i.e. 
section, subsection, paragraph, etc.), the penalty imposed for each violation, and the time for 
payment prior to the commencement of a civil enforcement proceeding.  Service shall be com-
plete on the date of in-person service or the date of mailing. 

(c) Civil Enforcement Proceeding.  When the penalty imposed for a violation(s) of this 
Chapter is not voluntarily paid to the Borough within fifteen (15) calendar days after service of 
the violation notice under subsection (b), the Borough Manager shall initiate a civil enforcement 
proceeding in the name of the Borough before a magisterial district judge (or, where applicable 
under Borough Code § 3321(b)(4), 8 PA. CONS. STAT. § 3321(b)(4), the Lehigh County Court of 
Common Pleas).  The civil enforcement proceeding shall be initiated by complaint or by such 
other means as may be provided by the Pennsylvania Rules of Civil Procedure.  Any person 
found to have violated this Chapter in the civil enforcement proceeding shall be assessed court 
costs and reasonable attorney fees incurred by the Borough in the proceedings, in addition to the 
penalty provided. 

(d) Separate Offenses.  Each day or portion of a day that a given violation exists or con-
tinues shall constitute a separate offense, and each violation of a separate section, subsection, 
paragraph, or other division of this Chapter shall constitute a separate offense, and each violation 
with respect to a separate Residential Rental Unit shall constitute a separate offense. 

(e) Equitable Remedies.  In addition to or in lieu of enforcement of this Chapter through 
a civil action, the Borough may enforce this Chapter through an action in equity brought in the 
Court of Common Pleas of Lehigh County.  The Borough Solicitor shall have authority to com-
mence the action in equity on behalf of the Borough without explicit authorization of Council in 
any situation where the Solicitor or the President of Council deems it advisable to act before the 
next regular Council meeting. 
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§ 36-403 No Waiver. 

The failure of the Borough to insist on timely performance or compliance by any person 
with the requirements of this Chapter shall not constitute a waiver of the Borough’s right to later 
insist on timely performance or compliance by that person or any other person.  The failure of 
the Borough to enforce any provision of this Chapter on any occasion shall not operate as a 
waiver or estoppel of it right to enforce any provision of this Chapter on any other occasion.  
Nothing in this Chapter shall restrict or prevent the Borough from enforcing any Codes or other 
ordinance requirements not contained in this Chapter to the same extent as if this Chapter had not 
been enacted.  This Chapter regulates the ability of an owner to rent or otherwise permit the oc-
cupancy of his/her/its property by others for residential purposes.  The Codes regulate the condi-
tion of a property itself and are separately enforceable in accordance with their own terms, re-
gardless of whether the property contains a Residential Rental Unit. 
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Ordinance 538 05-10-2017 

Ordinance 539 07-12-2017 

Ordinance 583 12-27-2023 

 

David Knerr


